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effect on the life of the country also saw the light during
Jackson's presidency. In 1830 the first steam locomotive
to run in the United States was tried out on the Balti-
more and Ohio Railroad, the cradle from which the
vast network of railways which now covers the country
has sprung. In 1834 harvesting was made easier by the
patenting of the McCormick reaper, and five years
later the first screw propeller was applied to an ocean
steamer in place of the paddle-wheels which Fulton had
invented.

The Jacksonian era, as it was called, was indeed a
period of progress, and through it all the old soldier
pursued his masterful way. He regarded the members
of his cabinet more as inferior military officers than as
responsible ministers of state. Opposition made him
furious, and he treated it as a thing to be trampled
underfoot. He still believed that he knew better than
any other man what was best for the country, and once
he had made up his mind on a matter nothing could
change him. On the whole, perhaps, he was more right
than wrong, for it is certain that at the end of his eight
years as President he was more popular with the country
at large than when he had first assumed that high office.

Jackson was now in his seventy-first year, and at last
" Old Hickory ", that grand old warrior of so many
battles, consented to retire from active life, and went to
live at his home " The Hermitage" near Nashville,
Tennessee. There he spent his last years quietly and
uneventfully, and finally passed away on June 8, 1845.